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binary phrases - ternary effects - 6 bar figures



NOw....Things to keep in mind!! First and foremost! 
These are exercises!! In order to get to a point where you can be musical and free to express whatever you would 
like, certain technical steps need to be taken. 

Hello and welcome back to the left foot clave workshops. As you can imagine, many types of phrases can be played by simply 
altering the orchestration of phrases on the kit. In these examples I will outline phrases that are built using subdivisions
 in "2" (or binary). But that are creating "Ternary effects" meaning that the orchestrations give the illusion of a melody in "3". 
A Binary phrase: Phrases that are based in subdivisions of "2". Such as: 8th notes, 16th notes etc...
Ternary effect: a phrases that gives the illusion of a cycle of "3"   

The term "6 bar figure‘" simply means that the phrase cycles out after 6 bars.

Here there are 2 major things we are working on. 
1) expanding your independence from the clave.
2) Working your ears so that they become accustomed to  cyclic structures.
When you play these exercises, it will all be little clearer :-) 
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                   
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          
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                    
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ex 4

               
          
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 

Please listen carefully to the audio portion of this workshop and enjoy the work! Remember that the clave 
is a time line structure and helps you in acheiving your goal of musical structure, flow and cohesion in your playing. 
In other words, It is there to help you build your goal of "music" in your playing.

CLAVE= Key...as in, the key to solving a mystery.
Amor es la clave....
love is the key...

toca con alma!
Phil M

                  

2


