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We continue now applying cycles to your vocabulary. This particular phrase is one of my favorites. 
There are several ways you can start to work with it. It might be easier to learn if you start with your hands.

Exercises 1:
Play a consistent pulse with your hi hat foot either on the hi hat or clave pedal. Then on the snare, play 
the phrase. This gives you a chance to hear the "melody" of the phrase over a simple pulse. 
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Now lets try it with the clave. In order to train yourself to play with clave, again it is always best to keep in mind it's
structure. In this case we will now need to play the phrase for 6 measures. That way the phrase cycles out and lines 
up with the 2 measure phrase of the clave.
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Now lets take that idea and expand on it. 
1) Play the basic cycle on the ride cymbal. Play all the notes of the cycle along with your bass drum. 
2) With the left hand, play all the notes in between the melody of the phrase.
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Your last step is to add the clave.. 
A couple of tips before trying to do this exercise.
1) try to memorize the melody of the cycle in relation to a constant pulse. (Exercise 1 ) 
2) Then slowly memorize the bass drum melody in relation to the clave (Exercise 2) . 
My final tip...Play one measure at a time, looped! Then slowly string the first 2 measures together. Then add the 
3rd and 4rth measure etc etc... 

Also, try to notice where the clave is falling in relation to your other limbs. In other words try to notice when 
limbs are playing together. Like in the first measure of this exercise. The second note of the snare is falling 
together with the first note of the clave. (on the "and") Etc...
It can be very difficult to just jump in and try to play all this. You will need to really break things down and 
take it step by step. That's how i started! Slowly, with lots of love and patience.
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The last Audio example on the CD is played faster with some time up front. So that you can get an idea of what this 
might sound like in a groove context. Again...the main thing to remember in all these exercises is that they are EXERCISES:-)
To apply them in a musical context you will have to use your ears and make sure that the right musical moment arrives. 
The great thing about the phrases is that they are very common in the music. So you will definitely draw from them at 
some point. 

a gozar!!
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