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expanding on the 3 bar cycle

Drum Kit

Percussion



Since we can hear the cycle now, we can play with the placementof the phrase and create an incredible 
amount of new vocabulary. This phrase is one of my favorites. You will first notice thatthe whole phrase 
is played in triplets. And the accent pattern of the phrase is outlining the cycle. Since it is in triplets, 
the phrase is a little tricky. my advice is to start out playing the phrase with a half note pulse on the 
hi hat foot, so that you can get an idea of how it sounds. If you close your eyes and just listen to the 
accents as you play this, you will hear the displaced 3 bar cycle 
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Now of course the time to add the left foot clave is here. My suggested practice routine is to play one 
measure at a time. Slow enough to ensure that all the parts are landing in the right place. On the CD 
I like to leave the fisrt beat on the base drum out, to give even more of a syncopated feel to the phrase.  
Here we have it in it's "pure" form. As a six measure phrase. On the CD I am playing the phrase for 8 measures. 
Iam also playing the phrase within a groove, a little faster. All this so you can start to get a feel for how it
could sound with music. 
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You can also move the phrase around on the toms. It sounds particulary nice if you have a mini timbal or timbales
and throw one or two hits in on them. Gives that "burst" of energy and color that is so nice in this music. Again,
my advice for assimilating this phrase quickly...Listen to me playing it over and over. You will notice the phrase
"pushing and pulling' - Streching with the time! This type of thing is eesentiafor the phrasing and will come with time. 
If you are Familiar with the RTS concept it should all be pretty clear.
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